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SENDIF+ is intended to be used to support children with complex Special Educational 
needs. SENDIF+ should be considered as part of the graduated approach to meeting 
children's needs. It is important to consider whether SENDIF Emerging can meet need. 

 

COMPLETING THE APPLICATION FORM 
 
Please read this guidance before applying for SENDIF+ to support children with complex SEND 
needs. Ensure that the child is known to the Early Years Panel EYSP@portsmouthcc.gov.uk 
 
If you have not already done so, please also discuss your concerns with the Early Years Inclusion 
team eyinclusion@portsmouthcc.gov.uk  

 
ABOUT THE FUND 

 

The complex needs SEND Inclusion Fund is available to enable an early years mainstream setting to 
support a child with significant Special Educational Needs/ Disability (SEND) to improve their 
outcomes.  
 
Evidence must be provided to demonstrate that the child meets the eligibility criteria which is 
described below.  
The majority of children with a range of SEND can be supported in mainstream settings within their 
existing Ordinarily Available Provision (OAP) and ratios by following the SEND Code of Practice 
graduated approach.  
 
There are some children with complex and long-term needs who will require a higher level of support 
until they go to school. SENDIF+ is additional to early education funding and is paid at an hourly rate. 
SENDIF+ is allocated to support significant and complex needs of a child and can be used by a 
mainstream setting to: 

• enhance staff ratios to provide specific interventions and support 

• purchase resources to better meet the child's needs 

• access training to better meet the child's needs 

 
The funding is a contribution to the setting and does not fully cover the costs of a full time 1:1 adult. 
 
SENDIF+ IS NOT INTENDED FOR FULL TIME 1:1 SUPPORT AND SHOULD NOT BE 
DESCRIBED TO PARENTS AS SUCH  
 
Criteria  

• Child must be in receipt of government funded early education at a mainstream setting 

• Child must be accessing a Portsmouth setting 

• Child must be known to the Early Years Panel 

• There must be evidence that the child matches descriptors at 4 on the Portsmouth Profile 

of Need 
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Application Process 
 

• Mainstream Early Years Setting must complete and submit the application form to the Early 

Years Panel with consent from parents  

• In exceptional cases a professional can request SENDIF+ before a child starts in a setting 

if it is felt that this needs to be in place in order to secure a place at a setting and the 

evidence supports this 

• SENDIF+ request forms can be obtained from the Early Years Panel 

EYSP@portsmouthcc.gov.uk or  the Local Offer SENDIF+ request form Mar25 (Refer to 

GUIDE when completing) < Portsmouth Local Offer 

• Settings are expected to complete a minimum of one cycle of the graduated approach 

(assess plan do review). You must attach evidence in the form of a SEND support plan 

• Evidence of the child's level of need must be provided matching the descriptors of the 

Portsmouth Early Years Profile of Need. There must be clarity and detail to demonstrate 

why the child is assessed at levels 4 on the Profile of Need 

• Information and assessments from other professionals should be included 

• There should be a clear description of the level of support that the child needs in the 

setting, how the funding will be used and the predicted outcomes 

• Applications will be discussed, and decisions made at monthly SENDIF+ panel meetings 

• Applications may be referred on to the main Early Years Panel meeting for further 

discussion where needed 

• The requester will be informed of the decision within 1 week after the SENDIF+ panel 

meeting and copied to parents/carers 

 

Payments 

• Payments are calculated termly according to government funded hours taken in the setting 

• Payments are calculated from the Monday following the panel meeting in which the decision 

is made 

• Where an application is submitted in the last 2 weeks of a term, then the funding will not 

start until the following term 

• Termly SENDIF+ reviews are required to demonstrate the use of funding and ongoing 

needs, for payments to continue 

• The use of SENDIF+ funding and its impact on the child's outcomes will also be reviewed 

during EYInclusion Outreach Officer visits. 

• EYP reserves the right to withdraw funding if the child no longer reaches criteria or there are 

concerns about the effective use of the funding 

• If a child is accessing more than 1 setting, and claiming government funding, then the 

settings must liaise and decide who receives the funding or whether they share it 

• Applications should be completed and returned securely to the Early Years Support Panel 

EYSP@portsmouthcc.gov.uk 
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Through your observations and assessments, have you 
identified that the child requires additional support?  
Do you need support over and above Ordinarily Available 
Provision to meet needs? 

Continue to support using the graduated approach through 
Ordinarily Available Provision.  

Have you looked at the Early Years Profile of Need? Which descriptors best fit the child? 

 

 
 
SENDIF Emerging: Available from 
the Early Years Inclusion Team 
 
Designed to allow settings to 
introduce interventions and support for 
lower level or emerging needs. 
Payments are made termly. 
 

Can be used to:  

• purchase resources to meet 

the child's needs 

• access training to meet the 

child's needs 

• enhance staff ratios so that 

an intervention or specific 

support can be delivered.  
 

Criteria  

• Child must be government funded 

• Child must be accessing a 

Portsmouth setting 

• Setting must complete application 

form to explain why additional 

funding is needed and the 

intended use 

• Settings who apply for emerging 

funding before the final 2 weeks 

of term, will receive funding for 

that term.  Payment for future 

terms will be made after the 

adjustment 1 headcount task 

closes each term. 

• This funding will remain in place 

until the child starts school, 

leaves the setting or if evidence 

suggests that needs can be met 

through Ordinarily Available 

Provision. 

The setting must inform 

EYInclusion if a child's hours 

change or if they leave the setting 
 

Application Process 
Request an application form from the 
Early Years Inclusion Team: 
eyinclusion@portsmouthcc.gov.uk  
 
 

SEND INCLUSION FUNDING (SENDIF) 
Is the child in receipt of government funding?       

9 months to universal 3 and 4 year old funding (15 or 30hrs) 

 
 
SENDIF+: Requests must be made through the Early Years Panel (EYP)  

 
Designed to provide additional funding for the most complex needs which is paid at 
an hourly rate. 
Can be used to: 

• enhance staff ratios to provide specific interventions and support (SENDIF+ is 

NOT 1:1 funding for all of the hours a child attends the setting) 

• purchase resources to meet the child's needs 

• access training to support meeting the child's needs 
 

Criteria  
 

• Child must be government funded 

• Child must be accessing a Portsmouth setting 

• Child must be known to Early Years Panel (EYP) 

• There must be evidence that the child matches descriptors at 4 in at least one 

area on the Portsmouth Profile of Need (PON) 

• SENDIF+ funding is considered by EYP once a month and, if agreed, is paid to 

the setting the Monday after the meeting. 

• This funding will remain in place until the child starts school, unless they stop 

attending a Portsmouth setting or if evidence suggests that needs can be met 

through low and emerging SENDIF or Ordinarily Available Provision  

• SENDIF+ follows the child. If a child moves setting part way through a term, the 

remainder of term's payment will be reclaimed to pay the new EY setting.  

 

The setting must inform EYInclusion if a child's hours change or if they leave 

the setting 

 
 

Application Process 
 

Setting or Health Visitor must complete and submit the form to EYP. SENDIF+ 
request forms can be obtained from the Early Years Panel 
EYSP@portsmouthcc.gov.uk or the Local Offer SENDIF+ request form Mar25 
(Refer to GUIDE when completing) < Portsmouth Local Offer 
 

Before requesting SENDIF+, please undertake at least one cycle of the 
graduated approach of assess, plan, do, review. You will then have a strong 
evidence base to send to panel which details how the child's needs present, what 
you have already done to meet needs and what you feel is needed additionally to 
further meet needs. You should include evidence of the graduated approach cycle 
eg IEPs and reviews. 
You must include evidence matching the descriptors of the PON and indicate the 
level of support that the child needs in the setting. Be clear and detail why you have 
assessed the child as a 4 on the Profile of Need. Include information or 
assessments from other professionals.  
There must be an ASQ developmental check from the HV or a Community 
Paediatric report to support a request. 
 

N 

Seek support and advice from: 

• EY Inclusion Team: eyinclusion@portsmouthcc.gov.uk  

• Health Visiting Team: 0300 123 6682  

• SLT Advice Line: 0300 300 2019  

Y N 
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Profile of Need 
 descriptor 4  

 

Profile of Need  
descriptors 1 - 3  

 

https://portsmouthlocaloffer.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/1.395-Ordinarily-Available-Provision-2022-Accessible.pdf
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