
Risk assessments for children with EHCPs - information for parents and carers 

 

Updated guidance on carrying out SEND risk assessments was published by the 

government on 19th April.  

 

This guidance advises that:  

'We are asking local authorities to consider the needs of all children and young 

people with an education, health and care (EHC) plan, and make a risk assessment, 

consulting educational settings and parents or carers, to determine whether children 

and young people with SEND will be able to have their needs met at home, and be 

safer there than attending an educational setting.' 

 

'Where the risk assessment determines a child or young person with an EHC plan 

will be safer at home, the Department for Education (DfE) recommends they stay at 

home. Where the risk assessment determines a child or young person with an EHC 

plan will be as safe or safer at an education setting, DfE recommends they attend 

the education setting.' 

 

In Portsmouth, we have provided a risk assessment template for schools, colleges 

and education settings to use (although schools can use their own version, as long 

as this covers all of the same questions). These should be completed in 

discussion with parents and carers and shared with them.  

 

The risk assessment template is in two parts. 
1. Section 1 – screening to determine if a full risk assessment is required 
2. Section 2 – full risk assessment 

 

Risk assessment information should be completed for all children with an 

EHCP and this information needs to be provided to the SEN Team.   

This information will enable the local authority to consider the needs of all children 

and young people with an EHCP, and to determine whether children and young 

people with SEND will be able to have their needs met at home, or whether they will 

be safer attending an educational setting.  

 

The risk assessment may need to be reviewed and updated over time, if the 

information changes.  

 

The updated guidance can be found at the following link: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-send-risk-

assessment-guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-send-risk-assessment-guidance  

 

Please let me have any feedback or improvement suggestions on this risk 

assessment template by Monday 27th April 2020, if possible. This is a working 

document, we will continue to review and further develop this process over time and 

if the government guidance is updated. My contact details are below: 

Julia Katherine, Head of Inclusion Julia.Katherine@Portsmouthcc.gov.uk  
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